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Commissioner for Patents 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Washington, DC 20231 



In accordance with 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, submitted herewith is the information listed 
on the attached Form PTO-1449 arid, as appropriate, available copies of references listed are 
attached. 

In an Office Action, issued November 5, 2002 on a Japanese counterpart application, the 
following two references are cited. 

1. JP-A-7-296822 

2. WO 97/39055 

Submitted herewith is a copy of the Office Action and the first cited reference JP-A-7- 
296822 with its English language abstract. 

WO 97/39055 was cited in the IDS filed April 28, 2000, and considered by the Examiner. 

\ 

Each reference listed was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in 

i / / 

a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 
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Therefore, this statement being filed after first action on the merits, but before prosecution closes, 
no fee is required. Should a fee be required, please charge it to Deposit Account No. 06-1358. 
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